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PURGING OF POROGEN FROM UV CURE
CHAMBER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 13/944,421, filed Jul. 17, 2013, which is a
continuation of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/562,421
(now U.S. Pat. No. 8,518,210), filed Jul. 31, 2012, which is a
continuation of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/586,175
(now U.S. Pat. No. 8,282,768), filed Sep. 18, 2009, which is
a divisional application, claiming priority under 35 USC §§5
120and 121 and 37 CFR 1.53(b) of co-owned and co-pending
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/391,134, filed Mar. 28,
2006, by Smargiassi et al., which claims the benefit under 35
USC 119(e) of U.S. Provisional Application Ser. No. 60/742,
844, filed Dec. 5, 2005. U.S. patent application Ser. No.
11/391,134 is also a continuation-in-part application, claim-
ing priority under 35 USC 120, of co-owned and co-pending
U.S. Pat. No. 8,137,465 issued Mar. 20, 2012, having the title
“Single Chamber Sequential Curing of Semiconductor
Wafers.” These parent applications are incorporated herein by
reference for all purposes.

FIELD

The invention is related to the field of integrated circuit
fabrication, in particular to methods and apparatuses for purg-
ing and cleaning process chambers used in the annealing and
curing of semiconductor wafers.

BACKGROUND

There is a general need for materials with low dielectric
constants (low-k) in the integrated circuit manufacturing
industry. Using low-k materials as the intermetal and/or inter-
layer dielectric of conductive interconnects reduces the delay
in signal propagation due to capacitive effects. The lower the
dielectric constant of the dielectric, the lower the capacitance
of the dielectric and the lower the RC delay 25 of the IC.

Low k dielectrics are conventionally defined as those mate-
rials that have a dielectric constant lower than that of silicon
dioxide, that is k<~4. Typical methods of obtaining low-k
materials include doping silicon dioxide with various hydro-
carbons or fluorine. These doping methods, however, gener-
ally cannot 30 produce materials with dielectric constants
lower than about 2.6. With more and more advanced technol-
ogy needs, present efforts are focused on developing low-k
dielectric materials with k less than 2.5. These ultra low-k
(ULK) dielectrics can be obtained by incorporating air voids
within a low-k dielectric, creating a porous dielectric mate-
rial.

Methods of fabricating porous dielectrics typically involve
forming a composite film (sometimes referred to herein as a
“precursor film”) containing two components: a porogen
(typically an organic material such as a polymer) and a struc-
ture former or dielectric material (e.g., a silicon containing
material). Once the composite film is formed on the substrate,
the porogen component is removed, leaving a structurally
intact porous dielectric matrix. Techniques for removing
porogens from the composite film include, for example, a
thermal process in which the substrate is heated to a tempera-
ture sufficient for the breakdown and vaporization of the
organic porogen. These thermal processes, however, have
certain difficulties. In particular, substrate temperatures gen-
erally need to be high (i.e., greater than about 400° C.) with
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exposure times typically on the order of hours. As is well
known in the field, these conditions can damage copper con-
taining devices.

Methods have been developed to form a porous low-k or
ultra-low-k (ULK) film of dielectric material by first forming
a precursor film that contains a porogen and a structure
former, or “backbone”, on a substrate, and then exposing the
precursor film to ultra-violet radiation (UV) in a curing pro-
cess to remove the porogen. The porogens evolved from
low-k and ULK dielectric films in a UV curing chamber
during a curing process tend to form porogen deposits on a
quartz window through which ultraviolet curing (UVC) light
is transmitted into a curing chamber. The resulting porogen
deposit on the quartz window inhibits UVC light transmis-
sion. As a result, it is generally possible to cure only a few
wafers between cleaning the curing chamber and the quartz
window.

SUMMARY

The invention helps to solve some of the problems men-
tioned. Embodiments in accordance with the invention are
particularly suitable for purging and cleaning curing cham-
bers used to anneal and to cure interconnect-level dense or
porous low-k dielectrics. As a result, it is possible to cure a
large number of wafers, for example, 25 or more wafers,
before cleaning the quartz window a_nd the curing chamber.

Some embodiments in accordance with the invention pro-
vide ultraviolet thermal processing (UVTP) of semiconduc-
tor wafers, particularly 300 mm wafers, with purging of at
least a portion of the processing space. Embodiments gener-
ally provide post-deposition processing of advanced dielec-
tric films and address the semiconductor manufacturing chal-
lenges of depositing highly uniform films with low thermal
budgets.

Typically, in curing operations in accordance with the
invention, a combination of UV light and heat facilitates
curing of low-k films at relatively low temperatures. For
example, wafers with a previously deposited PECVD
(plasma enhanced chemical vapor deposition) film are intro-
duced into a curing chamber in accordance with the invention,
where they are exposed to a uniform UV lamp source to
modify the film properties. At the same time, the wafer is
heated to a uniform temperature, typically 450° C. or less.
With porous low-k films, UV radiation facilitates removal of
porogens and mechanically strengthens the dielectric film for
further processing.

Some embodiments provide independent control of UV
light intensity, temperature, and process time on each of a
plurality of cure stations.

Generally, embodiments in accordance with the invention
provide purging of cure chambers that significantly reduces
cleaning requirements during wafer processing compared to
the prior art. In some embodiments in accordance with the
invention, more than 100 porogen containing wafers are pro-
cessed before a chamber clean is required, resulting in a
throughput that is as much as 20 times higher than the indus-
try average.

A basic embodiment of a purge ring in accordance with the
invention includes: an inlet portion; an inlet plenum located in
the inlet portion, the inlet plenum being fluidically connect-
able to a gas source; an inlet baffle located in the inlet portion;
an exhaust portion; and an exhaust channel located in the
exhaust portion, the exhaust channel being located substan-
tially opposite the inlet baffle. The inlet portion and the
exhaust portion at least partially define a ring hole space. The
inlet baffle is operable to convey gas from the inlet plenum
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into the ring hole space, and the exhaust portion is operable to
convey gas and other matter out of the ring hole space. The
ring hole space is generally substantially circular (i.e., cylin-
drical). The inlet baffle generally surrounds not less than 180°
of'the periphery ofthe ring hole space, preferably not less than
about 240° of the periphery. In some embodiments, the purge
ring hole defined by the purge ring wall has a height in a range
of'about from 14 mm to 25 mm and an elliptical areainarange
of about from 600 cm? to 800 cm?, and the inlet baffle has an
open flow area in a range of about from 4 cm? to 9 cm®. The
corresponding inlet plenum has a cross-sectional area not less
than about 2.0 cm?, and the corresponding exhaust channel
has an exhaust outlet having a cross-sectional area of about 20
cm?. A basic embodiment of an apparatus in accordance with
the invention for removing chemical species (e.g., porogens)
from an integrated circuit wafer, includes: a curing chamber;
a pedestal located in the curing chamber for holding an inte-
grated circuit wafer; and a purge ring located in the curing
chamber proximate to the pedestal. An exemplary curing
chamber further comprises: a quartz window; and a UV light
source, the UV light source being operable to transmit UV
light through the quartz window through the ring hole space
toward the wafer pedestal. The purge ring is located between
the quartz window and the pedestal. The quartz window, the
purge ring and the pedestal at least partially define a purge
space, which purge space includes the ring hole space. Some
embodiments further include a ring-window gap between a
top surface of the purge ring and the quartz window, wherein
the purge space includes the ring-window gap. Some embodi-
ments further include a ring-pedestal gap between a bottom
surface of the purge ring and the pedestal, wherein the purge
space includes the ring-pedestal gap. In some embodiments,
the purge space has a purge space height in a range of about
from 35 mm to 60 mm. Typically, an apparatus further
includes a gas source selected from the group consisting of an
inert gas source, an oxygen gas (O,) source, and a radical
oxygen (O7) gas source. Generally, the ring hole space and
the pedestal (and the quartz window, when present) are sub-
stantially coaxial. Typically, an apparatus includes a pump or
other means connected with the exhaust channel for drawing
gas and other matter through the ring hole space into the
exhaust channel.

A basic embodiment of an apparatus for purging and clean-
ing an integrated circuit processing chamber, includes a purge
space; a wafer pedestal; a gas inlet plenum; a gas inlet baffle,
the inlet baffle to being operable to convey gas from the inlet
plenum into the purge space; and an exhaust channel, the
exhaust channel being operable to convey gas out of the purge
space. Some embodiments further comprise a container side-
wall having an inlet sidewall portion and an exhaust sidewall
portion, wherein the gas inlet plenum is located in the inlet
sidewall portion and the exhaust channel is located in the
outlet sidewall portion. Typically, the purge space comprises
an upper buffer zone and a lower buffer zone. In some
embodiments, the gas inlet plenum is located in a gas inlet
plenum tube. Some embodiments further comprise an
exhaust pump connected to the exhaust channel, the exhaust
pump being operable to draw gas out of the purge space.
Typically, the gas inlet plenum has a length not less than about
the diameter of the wafer for which the apparatus is designed.

A basic embodiment of a method in accordance with the
invention of purging a processing chamber during processing
of an integrated circuit water comprises processes of: provid-
ing a purge ring in a wafer processing chamber; and flowing
a purge gas through the inlet plenum and into the ring hole
space of the purge ring. Typically, a method of purging a
processing chamber further comprises processes of: provid-
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ing an integrated circuit wafer proximate to the purge ring so
that the integrated circuit wafer at least partially defines a
purge space, the purge space including the ring hole space of
the purge ring. In some embodiments of a method in accor-
dance with the invention, the processing chamber comprises
a solid top element, and the method further includes locating
the purge ring between the solid top element and the inte-
grated circuit wafer so that the solid top eclement at least
partially defines the purge space. In some embodiments
involving a curing method, the processing chamber com-
prises a quartz window, and the method further includes locat-
ing the purge ring between the quartz window and the inte-
grated circuit wafer so that the quartz window at least
partially defines the purge space. Some embodiments further
include processes of transmitting UV light through the quartz
window toward the integrated circuit wafer. Some embodi-
ments further comprise processes of heating the integrated
circuit wafer. Typically, the purge ring and the integrated
circuit wafer (and of the quartz window, when present) are
positioned so that they are substantially coaxial. In some
embodiments, flowing a purge gas comprises flowing a non-
reactive gas or an inert gas, such as argon, helium or nitrogen.
Preferred embodiments include processes of preheating
purge gas before it enters the ring hole space through the inlet
plenum.

A basic embodiment of a method of cleaning a processing
chamber in accordance with the invention includes processes
of: providing a purge ring in a wafer processing chamber, and
flowing a cleaning gas through the inlet plenum of the purge
ring and into the ring hole space. Typically, the processing
chamber contains a wafer pedestal, and a method further
includes locating the purge ring proximate to the wafer ped-
estal so that the wafer pedestal at least partially defines a
purge space. In some embodiments, the processing chamber
further comprises a solid top element, and the method further
includes locating the purge ring between the solid top element
and the wafer pedestal so that the solid top element at least
partially defines the purge space. In some embodiments, the
processing chamber further comprises a quartz window; and
the method further includes locating the purge ring between
the quartz window and the wafer pedestal so that the quartz
window at least partially defines the purge space. Some
embodiments further include transmitting UV light through
the quartz window toward the wafer pedestal. Some embodi-
ments further include heating the purge ring. Generally, the
purge ring and the wafer pedestal are positioned so that the
ring hole space and the wafer pedestal (and the quartz win-
dow, if present) are substantially coaxial. In some embodi-
ments, flowing a cleaning gas comprises flowing a gas
selected from a group comprising radical oxygen gas, O,
molecular oxygen gas, O,, and ozone gas O;.

Other features, characteristics and advantages of embodi-
ments in accordance with the invention will become apparent
in the detailed description below.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A more complete understanding of the invention may be
obtained by reference to the drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 depicts schematically a perspective view of a purge
ring in accordance with the invention having a continuous-slit
baffle;

FIG. 2 depicts schematically a cross-sectional view of the
inlet ring wall of the inlet portion of the purge ring shown in
FIG. 1,
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FIG. 3 depicts a perspective view of an alternate design of
a purge ring in accordance with the invention having a plu-
rality of baffle slots;

FIG. 4 depicts schematically an enlarged perspective view
of'a partial view of the inlet ring wall of the inlet portion of the
purge ring of FIG. 3 having a plurality of baffle slots;

FIG. 5 depicts a perspective view of a lower part of a purge
ring in accordance with the invention before assembly with a
corresponding upper part;

FIG. 6 depicts a perspective view of an upper part for
assembling together with the lower part depicted in FIG. 5to
make a purge ring in accordance with the invention;

FIG. 7 depicts schematically a cross-sectional view of a
curing station having a purge ring that is operable to conduct
purging and cleaning in accordance with the invention;

FIG. 8 depicts schematically an enlarged cross-sectional
view of the purge space of the curing station shown in FIG. 7;

FIG. 9 depicts schematically a plan view of an exemplary
curing tool comprising four curing stations in accordance
with the invention;

FIG. 10 contains a graph in which the dielectric constant is
plotted as a function of the number of wafers cured with
purging and intermittent cleaning in accordance with the
invention;

FIG. 11 contains a graph in which relative curing effective-
ness is plotted as a function of wafer count for wafers cured
with purging in accordance with the invention without inter-
mittent cleaning;

FIG. 12 depicts schematically a cross-sectional view of an
integrated circuit processing apparatus that includes a gas
inlet plenum and an exhaust channel located in container
walls but does not include a purge ring, and which is operable
to conduct purging and cleaning in accordance with the inven-
tion;

FIG. 13 depicts schematically a plan sectional view of the
processing apparatus depicted in FIG. 12;

FIG. 14 depicts schematically a plan sectional view of an
integrated circuit processing apparatus that includes a gas
inlet plenum and an exhaust channel located within a con-
tainer, but does not include a purge ring, and which is oper-
able to conduct purging and cleaning in accordance with the
invention;

FIG. 15 depicts schematically a cross-sectional view of the
apparatus depicted in FIG. 14; and

FIG. 16 depicts schematically a plan sectional view of an
integrated circuit processing apparatus that includes a gas
inlet plenum and an exhaust channel located within a con-
tainer, but does not include a purge ring, and which is oper-
able to conduct purging and cleaning in accordance with the
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The invention is described herein with reference to FIGS.
1-16. It should be understood that the structures and systems
depicted in schematic form in FIGS. 1-9, 12-16 serve
explanatory purposes and are not precise depictions of actual
structures and systems in accordance with the invention. For
example, the depiction of fluid inlet and outlet streams in the
figures below is different from hardware in some actual
embodiments. Furthermore, the embodiments described
herein are exemplary and are not intended to limit the scope of
the invention, which is defined in the claims below. Although
embodiments in accordance with the invention are described
herein with reference to curing low-k and ultra-low-k (ULK)
dielectric thin films containing porogens, systems and meth-
ods in accordance with the invention are suitable to cure
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materials besides dielectric materials. Systems and methods
in accordance with the invention are also operable to cure
dielectric material (e.g., boron phosphate silicon glass) that is
prone to out-gassing of organic or inorganic species that are
not porogens. In addition, systems and methods generally
described herein are also suitable for purging and cleaning
processing chambers that are used for treating an integrated
circuit wafer by techniques other than wafer curing or anneal-
ing. For the sake of clarity, parts and elements of various
embodiments having similar structure and function are iden-
tified using the same reference numerals in the figures
described below.

In this specification, terms of orientation, such as “face-
up”, “above”, “below”, “up”, “down”, “top”, “bottom”, hori-
zontal and “vertical” used to describe embodiments relate to
the relative directions in FIGS. 1, 3, 5-. 8, 12-16 in which the
long dimension of a purge ring or an integrated circuit wafer
defines a substantially horizontal plane. Itis understood, how-
ever, that the spatial orientation of substrates, systems and
apparatuses in embodiments in accordance with the invention
are not confined to those depicted in the drawings.

FIG. 1 depicts schematically a perspective view 100 of a
purge ring 102 in accordance with the invention. Purge ring
102 comprises an inlet portion 104 and an exhaust portion
106. Inlet portion 104 comprises inlet ring wall 108 having
inlet inner sidewall surface 109. Exhaust portion 106 com-
prises exhaust ring wall 110 having exhaust inner sidewall
surface 111. Purge ring 102 is operable to purge ring hole
space 112 defined by inner sidewall surfaces 109, 111 of inlet
portion 104 and exhaust portion 106, respectively. Typically,
inlet portion 104 and exhaust portion 106 define a circular or
elliptical ring hole space 112. Thus, inner sidewall surfaces
109, 111 of inlet portion 104 and exhaust portion 106, respec-
tively, define the periphery 113 of ring hole space 112.

Purge ring 102 further includes inlet plenum 120 located
within inlet ring wall 108 (indicated by dashed path in inlet
portion 104 in FIG. 1). Purge ring 102 includes inlet baffle
122, which is operable for the flowing of purge gas from
plenum 120 into ring hole space 112 during purging. Also,
during periodic cleaning operations, cleaning gas, such as O~
or O, (in some embodiments, O, is converted by UV to ozone)
flows through baffle 122 into ring hole space 112 to clean a
window surface and other equipment surfaces. Purge ring 102
includes gas inlet hole 126 located in inlet portion 104 at
proximal end 127 of purge ring 102. Purge ring 102 further
comprises an exhaust channel 130 located in exhaust portion
106 (indicated by dashed path in exhaust portion 106 in FIG.
1). Purge ring 102 includes exhaust channel opening 132 in
wall 110 of exhaust portion 106. Exhaust channel opening
132 is operable for conducting gas and other matter (e.g.,
suspended particulate matter) from ring hole space 112 into
exhaust channel 130. Purge ring 102 includes an exhaust
channel outlet 134 through which gas and other matter flows
into exhaust outlet hole 136, which is located at the distal end
137 of purge ring 102. Typically, an exhaust pump provides
suction to draw gas and other matter from ring hole space 112
30 through exhaust channel 130 and exhaust outlet hole 136.

In preferred embodiments in accordance with the inven-
tion, inlet baffle 122 comprises a continuous slit in inlet ring
wall 108, which slit fluidically connects the inlet side (e.g.,
inlet plenum 120) to ring hole space 112, as depicted in FIG.
1. In some embodiments, an inlet baffle comprises a plurality
of'slots or holes in inlet ring wall 108 that fluidically connect
an inlet plenum with a ring hole space. Inlet flow arrows 140
in FIG. 1 represent a flow of gas from inlet plenum 120
through baffle 122 into ring hole space 112. Exhaust flow
arrows 150 in FIG. 1 represent the flow of gas and, in some
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circumstances, particulate matter out of ring hole space 112
into exhaust channel 130. As depicted in FIG. 1, plenum 120,
inner sidewall surface 109 of inlet portion 104, and baffle 122
encompass about 270° of the periphery 113 of circular ring
hole space 112. As a result, purge ring 102 is operable for
flowing gas through baffle 122 into ring hole space 112
around approximately 270° of periphery 113. Generally,
when inlet baffle 122 is operable for flowing gas into ring hole
space 112 around a peripheral arc of inlet inner sidewall
surface 109 that exceeds 180°, then undesired recirculation of
gas and porogens in ring hole space 112 is inhibited. Simi-
larly, undesired flow of gas above or below ring hole space
112 defined by purge ring 102 is inhibited.

Typically, in a purge ring designed for operation with a 300
mm integrated circuit wafer, the purge ring hole (and the inner
ring wall defining the hole) has a height in a range of about
from 14 mm to 25 mm. Typically, the purge ring hole and the
corresponding ring hole space have an elliptical area in a
range of about from 600 cm? to 800 cm?. Typically, in a purge
ring designed for operation with a 300 mm integrated circuit
wafer, the inlet baffle has an open area ina range of about from
4 cm? to 9 cm®. The term “open area” here refers to the total
cross-sectional area of a continuous-slit baftle at its narrowest
sections that is open to gas flow between the plenum and the
ring hole space. Typically, the corresponding inlet plenum has
a cross-sectional area not less than about 2.0 cm®. A corre-
sponding exemplary exhaust channel has an exhaust channel
opening 132 having a cross-sectional area of about 27 cm?,
and an exhaust channel outlet having a cross-sectional area of
about 20 cm?.

FIG. 2 depicts schematically a cross-sectional view 200 of
inlet ring wall 108 of inlet portion 104 of purge ring 102 (FIG.
1). As depicted in FIG. 2, inlet ring wall 108 includes a lower
part 202 and an upper part 204. Inlet ring wall includes inlet
plenum 120 and inlet baffle 122. Inlet baffle 122 is operable
for the flowing of gas from inlet plenum 120 through inlet ring
wall 108. In some embodiments, as depicted in FIG. 2, the
continuous slit 210 of baffle 122 slants upward at an angle
from plenum 120. In an exemplary embodiment, slit 21 0 of
baftle 122 has an exit point 212 at inner sidewall surface 109
located about 1 mm down from the top surface 214 of upper
part 204. As stated above, the cross-sectional area of inlet
plenum 120 as depicted in FIG. 2 has an exemplary value not
less than about 2.0 cm>.

FIG. 3 depicts a perspective view 300 of a purge ring 302 in
accordance with the invention. Purge ring 302 includes an
inlet portion 104 and an exhaust portion 106. Inlet portion 104
includes inlet ring wall 108. Exhaust portion 106 includes
exhaust ring wall 110. Inlet portion 104 includes inlet plenum
120 located within inlet ring wall 108. Inlet portion 104
further includes inlet baffle 322 comprising a plurality of
baftle slots 323. During operation in accordance with the
invention, gas flows from inlet plenum 120 through inlet
baftle 322 via baffle slots 323 into ring hole space 112.
Exhaust portion 106 includes exhaust channel 130 located in
exhaust ring wall 110. During operation, gas and suspended
matter flow from ring hole space 112 into exhaust channel
130. In FIG. 3, gas flow arrows 340 indicate the flow of gas
from inlet plenum 120 through baffle 322 into ring hole space
112, and flow arrows 342 indicate the flow of gas and particu-
late matter from ring hole space 112 into exhaust channel 130.

FIG. 4 depicts schematically an enlarged perspective view
350 of a partial view of inlet ring wall 108 of inlet portion 104
of purge ring 302 (FIG. 3). FIG. 4 depicts a plurality of baffle
slots 323 through which gas flows (indicated by flow arrows
352) from plenum 120 into ring hole space 112 during purg-
ing or cleaning in accordance with the invention.
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EXAMPLE 1

FIG. 5 depicts a perspective view 400 of lower part 402 of
apurge ring in accordance with the invention before assembly
with an upper part. FIG. 6 depicts a perspective view 404 of an
upper part 406 for assembling together with a lower part 402
(FIG. 5) to make a purge ring in accordance with the inven-
tion. As depicted in 30 FIG. 5, lower part 402 comprises an
inlet portion 410. Inlet portion 410 includes a recessed region
412 that serves to form an inlet plenum in a purge ring when
lower part 402 is assembled together with a corresponding
upper part 406. Lower part 402 further includes an exhaust
portion 420. Exhaust portion 420 includes a recessed region
422 that serves to form an exhaust channel in a purge ring
when lower part 402 is assembled together with a correspond-
ing upper part 406. As depicted in FIG. 6, upper part 406
includes an inlet portion 440 and an exhaust portion 450 that
mate together with inlet portion 410 and exhaust portion 420,
respectively, of lower part 402 (FIG. 5). Upper part 406
includes gas inlet hole 446, which provides an inlet for gas
into an inlet plenum in accordance with the invention. Upper
part 406 further includes gas exhaust hole 456, which pro-
vides an outlet for gas and suspended matter from an exhaust
channel in accordance with the invention.

In an exemplary embodiment of a purge ring in accordance
with the invention designed for processing a 300 mm inte-
grated circuit wafer, lower circular wall 462 of lower part 402
and upper circular wall 464 of upper part 406 define a ring
hole space having a circular diameter of about 14.4 inches. In
an exemplary embodiment, the narrow portion 468 of
recessed region 412 of lower part 402 has a radial width of
about 0.875 inches. Gas inlet hole 446 has a diameter of about
2.5 em, and gas exhaust hole 456 has a diameter of about 5
em. When assembled together, lower part 402 and upper part
406 form a continuous baffle slit (e.g., baffle 122 of FIG. 2)
having a vertical width of about 0.76 mm and a length of
about 1.2 em through an inlet ring wall into a ring hole space
112. Recessed region 412 (FIG. 5) extends about 270° around
the periphery of circular wall 464. In an exemplary embodi-
ment, the exit location of the continuous slit of baffle 122
from which gas flows into a ring hole space 112 is located
about 1' mm down from the top surface 452 of upper part 406.

FIG. 7 depicts schematically a cross-sectional view 500 of
a curing station 502 having a purge ring 102 that is operable
to conduct purging and cleaning in accordance with the inven-
tion. Purge ring 102 comprises a purge ring wall 505. Curing
station 502 includes a curing chamber 506 that contains a
pedestal 508 that is operable to hold a semiconductor wafer
510. Preferred embodiments include a pedestal heater 512
that is operable to heat a wafer 510 and also to heat other
components of curing station 502, such as purge ring 102.
Curing station 502 further comprises two UV lamps 516 for
providing UV light and heat for curing an integrated circuit
wafer 510 located on pedestal 508. Curing station 502 also
includes a quartz window 518. Purge ring 102 is located
between quartz window 518 and pedestal 508. UV lamps 516
and quartz window 518 are located in lamp assembly 520. As
depicted in FIG. 7, lamp assembly 520 includes two UV
sources 516. It is understood that some curing stations in
accordance with the invention have only one UV source and
other embodiments include three or more UV sources in a
curing station.

A variety of UV light sources are suitable to provide UV
light for curing a thin film of material on a semiconductor
wafer. Suitable UV light sources include, among others, a Hg
linear arc lamp, a microwave-driven Hg lamp, a pulsed xenon
lamp, and an Excimer lamp. In some embodiments, the spec-
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tral distribution of a UV source is selectively tuned to match
the chemical bond absorption in the dielectric films.

Purge ring 102 includes an inlet portion 104 and an exhaust
portion 106. Purge ring 102 also includes a gas inlet hole 126
located in inlet portion 104 and a gas exhaust hole 136 located
in exhaust portion 106.

Curing station 502 includes gas inlet conduit 540 fluidi-
cally connected to gas inlet hole 126, and gas exhaust conduit
542 fluidically connected to gas exhaust hole 136. Curing
station 502 further comprises top plate 550. Top plate 550 is
configured to support and spatially to orient purge ring 102
and lamp assembly 520, including quartz window 518. For
example, in some embodiments, purge ring 102 is bolted to a
bottom surface 552 of top plate 550. In some embodiments, as
depicted in FIG. 7, gas inlet conduit 540 and exhaust conduit
542 are integral with top plate 550.

Typically, curing station 502 is fluidically connected to one
ormore gas sources 560 that provide gas through inlet conduit
540 to purge ring 102. As depicted in FIG. 7, gas sources 560
include an argon gas source 562, a nitrogen gas source 564, an
oxygen gas source 566, and a remote plasma cleaning unit
568 for providing radical oxygen gas, O, to curing station
502. In some embodiments of a curing station in accordance
with the invention, purge gas and cleaning gas is preheated
before entering the inlet portion of a purge ring. FIG. 7 depicts
an in-line heater 569 that is operable to preheat purge gas or
cleaning gas in accordance with the invention.

During purging or cleaning in accordance with the inven-
tion, gas flows from one or more gas sources 560 through gas
inlet conduit 540 into the inlet plenum 120 (FIG. 1) of inlet
portion 104, as indicated by gas flow arrow 570. The gas then
passes from the plenum through baffle 122 (FIG. 1) into ring
hole space 112 of purge ring 102, and then flows through ring
hole space 112 encompassed by purge ring wall 505, as indi-
cated by gas flow arrow 572. From ring hole space 112, the
gas and any suspended matter enters exhaust channel 130
(FIG.1) in exhaust portion 106, as indicated by flow arrow 57
4, and then exits the curing station through exhaust conduit
542. An exhaust pump 576 is operable to draw gas from ring
hole space 112 through exhaust channel 130, exhaust hole
136 and exhaust conduit 542.

Several components of a curing station 502 in accordance
with the invention together define a purge space 600. Purge
space 600 of FIG. 7 is depicted in the enlarged cross-sectional
view 602 of FIG. 8. In FIG. 8, purge space 600 includes
roughly the empty regions in the curing station between the
bottom surface 606 of quartz window 518 and the top surface
608 of pedestal 508. Generally, as depicted in FIGS. 7 and 8,
quartz window 518, ring hole space 112 of purge ring 102,
and pedestal 508 are substantially coaxial. Above purge ring
102, purge space 600 is bounded on its radial periphery by top
plate 550. Essentially, purge space 600 includes: ring hole
space 112 encompassed by purge ring wall 505; ring-window
gap 610 between purge ring 102 and the bottom surface 606
of quartz window 518; and, ring-pedestal gap 612 between
purge ring 102 and the top surface 608 of pedestal 508 (or the
top surface 613 of wafer 510, when present). Thus, the purge
space height in a curing station comprises the distance
between window bottom 606 of quartz window 518 and top
surface 608 of pedestal 508, indicated by double arrow 620 in
FIG. 8. Typically, the purge space height is in a range of about
from 35 mm to 60 mm. Ring-window gap 610 generally
comprises a distance in a range of about from zero to 1 cm.
Ring-pedestal gap 612 generally comprises a distance in a
range of about from zero to 1 cm. In some embodiments,
ring-window gap 610 or ring-pedestal gap 612 or both are
substantially zero and ring hole space 112 encompassed by
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purge ring wall 505 includes substantially all of purge space
600. Generally, however, both ring-window gap 610 and ring-
pedestal gap 612 comprise a significant finite thickness. In an
exemplary embodiment of the invention, represented in FIG.
8: purge space height 620 is approximately 51 mm; the height
of purge ring wall 505, which encompasses the ring hole
space and is indicated by double arrows 622, is 19 mm;
ring-pedestal gap 612 has a gap thickness of 19 mm; and
ring-window gap 610 has a gap thickness of about 13 mm.
Generally, the distance between quartz window bottom 606
and the baffle of a purge ring (e.g., baffle slit exit 212 in FIG.
2) is in a range of about from 6.3 mm to 19.1 mm, preferably
about 13 mm. Generally, a cylindrical ring hole space and a
circular integrated circuit wafer are positioned coaxially and
have substantially the same diameter. As a result, chemical
species emanating from the substrate wafer tend to rise
upwards into the ring hole space.

A curing station in accordance with the invention is par-
ticularly useful for curing a dielectric film (deposited on a
wafer) containing porogens or other volatile species. Tech-
niques for forming low-k and ULK dielectric thin films are
known in the art. An exemplary porogen-containing dielectric
film is formed by co-depositing the porogen with so-called
“backbone” materials. A preferred class of porogens includes
polyfunctional cyclic non-aromatic compounds. Typical
“backbone” precursor compounds include silane, alkylsi-
lanes, alkoxysilanes, and siloxanes. Co-owned and co-pend-
ing U.S. patent application Ser. No. 10/672,311, filed Sep. 26,
2003, having the title “Method of Porogen Removal from
Porous Low-k Films Using UV Radiation.”, which is hereby
incorporated by reference, teaches systems and methods of
depositing porogen-containing thin films and curing the thin
films using UV radiation to form low-k dielectric material.

In some embodiments, a curing apparatus in accordance
with the invention comprises a multistation single chamber
tool in which a plurality of UV curing stations are located in
a single curing chamber. Co-owned and co-pending U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 11/115,576 filed Apr. 26, 2005,
having the title “Single Chamber Sequential Curing of Semi-
conductor Wafers”, which is incorporated by reference,
teaches an apparatus that is suitable to be modified for con-
ducting curing with purging in accordance with the invention.
Typically, a purge ring in accordance with the invention is
included at each curing station. At a curing station at which a
relatively large amount of porogens is expected to evolve
during curing, the material of composition of a purge ring
preferably comprises substantially quartz. In some embodi-
ments, at a curing station at which a relatively small amount
of porogens is expected to evolve, material from which a
purge ring is constructed comprises less expensive material
than quartz, for example, aluminum. Compared to aluminum,
quartz has an advantage of retaining more heat. Typically,
heat suspends porogens, thereby minimizing deposition of
porogens on a quartz window, on a purge ring surface, and on
other surfaces of a curing apparatus. Typically, a substantial
portion of the total amount of porogens in a dielectric film
evolve at the initial curing station in a multistation tool.

FIG. 9 depicts schematically a plan view 700 of an exem-
plary curing tool 702 comprising four curing stations in a
curing chamber 706. At the first two stations, stations 721 and
722, the purge ring is made substantially from quartz. At
stations 723 and 724, the purge ring is made substantially
from aluminum. Curing tool 702 further comprises argon gas
source 731, nitrogen gas source 732, and oxygen gas source
733. Curing tool 702 also includes a remote plasma cleaning
unit 734, which is operable for converting molecular oxygen,
O,, to radical oxygen, O~.
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In an exemplary method in accordance with the invention,
purge gas flowing through a purge ring in accordance with the
invention typically comprises an inert gas. Suitable inert
gases generally include clean dry air (CDA), N, carbon diox-
ide, and the noble gases. Exemplary inert gases are argon and
helium. During curing operations, the pressure in a curing
chamber typically is maintained at a pressure in a range of
about from 5 Torr to 100 Torr, and at a temperature in a range
of about from 70° to 500° C. The flow rate of purge gas
through a purge ring at a curing station during curing opera-
tions is typically in a range of about from 5 standard liters per
minute (slm) to 50 slm. In some embodiments, purge gas is
preheated before entering the inlet portion of a purge ring,
typically to a temperature in a range of about from 160° C. to
225° C. Curing tool 702 includes in-line heater 736 that is
operable to preheat purge gas or cleaning gas from gas
sources 731, 732, 733 before the gas enters curing stations
721 and 722. An exemplary in-line heater that is operable to
preheat purge gas or cleaning gas in accordance with the
invention is a model “Starflow” circulation heater, commer-
cially available from Watlow, St. Louis, Mo. Generally, heat-
ing of a semiconductor wafer and the curing chamber is
provided by a combination of heat from one or several of: one
or more heated pedestals; one or more UV curing lamps; and
preheated purge gas. Typically, curing of a dielectric film and
concurrent purging in accordance with the invention is con-
ducted for a total time period in a range of about from 3
minutes to 30 minutes. In a multistation sequential curing
system, the curing time at each curing station is typically the
same as at other curing stations. Generally, curing of a dielec-
tric thin-film is conducted in an oxygen-free curing chamber.

Typically, a purge ring in accordance with the invention is
also operable to distribute a cleaning gas, such as radical
oxygen atoms, O~, for cleaning surfaces of the quartz win-
dow, the purge ring (quartz or other material) and other sur-
faces. Typically, during cleaning operations with radical oxy-
gen, the curing chamber is maintained at a pressure in a range
of about from 0.5 Torr to 5 Torr. In some embodiments,
radical oxygen is produced by flowing oxygen gas, O,,
through a remote plasma cleaning unit 734. An exemplary
remote plasma cleaning unit is a model HF-s Astron, com-
mercially available from MKS. Typically, a small amount of
nitrogen gas is added to radical oxygen cleaning gas because
the nitrogen helps to maintain the oxygen atoms in a radical
state. As indicated in FIG. 9, cleaning gas containing radical
oxygen typically is not preheated. The flow rate of radical
oxygen cleaning gas is typically in a range of about from 5
slm to 15 slm per curing station. For example, oxygen at a
flow rate of 8 slm flowing from a remote plasma cleaning unit
is combined with 0.5 slm N,. Cleaning with radical oxygen
typically is conducted for time period in a range of about from
1 minute to 10 minutes. In a multistation sequential curing
apparatus, evolution of porogens and undesired deposition of
porogens on apparatus surfaces typically occurs substantially
at initial curing stations, and less at subsequent curing sta-
tions. As a result, periodic cleaning of the apparatus with
radical oxygen generally is conducted at initial curing sta-
tions, and not at subsequent curing stations. In some embodi-
ments, after cleaning with specialized cleaning gas, such as
radical oxygen, the curing chamber and curing stations are
cleaned with ozone gas, which also contributes to cleaning
and removal of porogens from apparatus surfaces. In some
embodiments, some or all of the cleaning operations are
conducted mainly or only using ozone, without using radical
oxygen. To clean an apparatus using ozone, typically oxygen
gas, O,, is flowed into the inlets of purge rings at a flowrate in
a range of about from 4 slm to 8 slm for a time period in a
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range of about from five minutes to 40 minutes while the
pressure is maintained in a range of about from 200 Torr to
800 Torr. The O, gas is converted to ozone by turning on the
UV lamps to provide UV energy.

System 702 further includes an exhaust pump 740 that is
operable to draw gas and other matter through the exhaust
conduits (e.g., exhaust conduit 542 in FIG. 7) of curing sta-
tions 721, 722, 723, 724 during purging and cleaning opera-
tions in accordance with the invention.

In some embodiments, a purge ring and a wafer processing
apparatus in accordance with the invention designed for pro-
cessing a 300 mm wafer are operable to process a 200 mm
wafer by providing a wafer pedestal and wafer handling
devices operable to carry and hold a 200 mm wafer. In other
words, in some embodiments, a purge ring and a curing
station or other wafer processing station operable for process-
ing a 300 mm wafer are also operable to process a 200 mm
wafer without modification of the purge ring and some other
station components.

In this specification, the word “space” refers generally to a
three-dimensional region in a processing chamber, which
space does not include a solid structure. It is clear that in some
contexts, a solid structure may be present at the boundaries or
within the boundaries of a space, but the term “space” gener-
ally does not include a solid structure in such a context.

The term “purge ring” in this specification generally refers
to a structure as depicted in FIGS. 1 and 3, which contains a
circular ring hole space that has a circular periphery defined
by an inner ring-shaped wall. A purge ring in accordance with
the invention typically comprises an inlet plenum and a baffle
for flowing gas into the ring hole space and an exhaust chan-
nel, through which gas and particulate matter flow out of the
ring hole space. It is understood, however, that a purge ring in
accordance with the invention is not limited to a structure
having a circular or cylindrical ring hole space or having a
ring-shaped inner wall defining a ring hole space. For
example, purge rings in accordance with the invention
include structures having non-circular ring-hole spaces, such
as elliptical and various polygon-shaped ring-hole spaces. A
purge ring is operable for the flowing of a gas, generally a
purge gas or a cleaning gas, from an inlet, or proximal, end of
a ring hole space, through the ring hole space, and then
through the exhaust channel at the opposite, or distal, end of
the ring hole space. Preferably, a purge ring is operable so that
gas flows from the inlet end to the exhaust end of the ring hole
space without recirculation of the gas back towards the inlet
end.

The term “purge space” in the specification refers generally
to a space in a substrate processing chamber that includes at
least the ring hole space, but usually also a space above or
below the ring hole space, or both, that is contiguous to the
ring hole space. For example, purge space 600 depicted in
FIG. 8 includes ring-window gap 610, the ring hole space of
purge ring 102, and ring-pedestal gap 612. A purge space in
accordance with the invention is characterized in that at least
a portion of the purge space is flushed by flowing gas (e.g.,
purge gas or cleaning gas) during operation. Typically, how-
ever, during purging of a system during wafer treatment (e.g.,
during curing of a ULK film to remove porogens), at least a
portion of a purge space is not flushed by flowing gas. For
example, in a purging method in accordance with the inven-
tion conducted in a system 502, as depicted in FIGS. 7 and 8,
a purge ring 102 is designed and operating variables (e.g.,
pressure, gas flow rates) are selected to minimize gas flow in
ring-window gap 610 and ring-pedestal gap 612 and to con-
fine the flow of gas to the ring hole space. As a result, as
volatile porogens are released from the integrated circuit
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watfer 510, they rise upwards through ring-pedestal gap 612
into the ring hole space of purge ring 102 and are flushed by
flowing purge gas into the exhaust channel of exhaust portion
106 and out of processing chamber 506. The thickness of
ring-pedestal gap 612 is selected to enhance the movement of
porogens from wafer 510 into ring hole space 112. The thick-
ness of ring-window gap 610 is selected to provide a barrier to
diffusion of porogens from ring hole space 112 of purge ring
102 upwards to quartz window 518. Minimizing diffusion of
porogens to quartz window 518 increases the number of
wafers that can be cured sequentially before interrupting
operations to clean quartz window 518 and the rest of the
curing station. As mentioned above, in some embodiments,
ring-window gap 610 has a thickness of zero or close to zero
(e.g., 1 mm); in other words, there is substantially no space
between the bottom of the quartz window and the top of the
purge ring. In these embodiments, however, the purge ring
height and the location of the inlet baffle exit (e.g., baffle exit
2.12 of FIG. 2) at the inner purge ring wall 109 are designed
to provide sufficient barrier distance between the quartz win-
dow and the inlet baffle of the purge ring. Preferably, substan-
tially all of the purge gas flows from an inlet baffle through a
ring hole space into an exit channel of the purge ring in a
substantially horizontal planar region having a finite thick-
ness (e.g., 3-6 mm) without significant recirculation above
and below the planar region. It is believed that the suction
provided by an exhaust pump through an exhaust channel
(e.g., exhaust channel 130) of a purge ring helps to direct and
maintain the flow of purge gas from an inlet baffle (e.g., inlet
baftle 122) in a substantially planar region in a ring hole space
between the inlet baffle and the exhaust channel of the purge
ring.

It is important that there be sufficient distance between the
bottom of a quartz window and the baffle inlet to provide a
sufficient barrier to diffusion of porogens from the planar
region of purge gas flow to the quartz window. Generally,
regardless of the thickness of the ring-window gap, a win-
dow-baffle distance between the bottom of a quartz window
and a baffle in a range of about from 6.3 mm to 19.1 mm
provides a sufficient barrier to diffusion of porogens to the
quartz window. It is clear from the discussion above, that
typically only a portion of the total volume of a purge space is
flushed with purge gas during purging of a process chamber
during wafer treatment. Preferably, only a relatively thin,
horizontal slice located in the ring hole space of a purge ring
is flushed with flowing purge gas.

In this specification, the term “purge space” also refers to a
region in which cleaning of an apparatus is conducted
between or after wafer processing operations. During clean-
ing operations with a cleaning gas, process variables (e.g.,
pressure and gas flow rates) are selected to enhance the flow
of cleaning gas across surfaces to be cleaned (e.g., surfaces of
the quartz window, the purge ring, and the wafer pedestal),
while minimizing undesired recirculation of material back to
the surfaces. It is understood that in some embodiments, the
desired flow of cleaning gas through a purge space during
cleaning operations is different from the desired flow of purge
gas during purging operations.

The term “purge space” has been described with reference
to purge space 600, as depicted in FIG. 8, contained in a UV
curing chamber. It is understood that systems and methods
including a purge ring in accordance with the invention are
useful for purging and cleaning an integrated circuit process-
ing chamber that is not a UV curing chamber. In such embodi-
ments that do not include a quartz window, a purge space is
defined at least partially by another solid structure instead of
the quartz 30 window that serves as a purge space top. For
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example, a top chamber wall of a processing chamber serves
as a purge space top in some embodiments similar to the flat
surface of window bottom 606 in purge space 600. Similarly,
a processing head having a substantially circular diameter
comparable to or greater than the diameter of a coaxial ring
hole space in accordance with the invention serves as a top
boundary of a purge space in some embodiments similar to
the flat surface of window bottom 606 in purge space 600.

EXAMPLE 2

A ULK thin film having a thickness of about 300 nm and
containing porogens was formed on each of a series of 300
mm wafers. The ULK thin films were cured in a four-station
curing chamber, as depicted in FIG. 9. During curing, purging
of the curing stations was conducted in accordance with the
invention. One thousand wafers were processed consecu-
tively, whereby an intermittent cleaning of the apparatus was
conducted after each group of 75 wafers. Then, physical
properties of the dielectric films were measured.

Curing was conducted in a model SOLA ultraviolet ther-
mal processing (UVTP) tool comprising a multistation
sequential curing chamber, commercially available from
Novellus Systems, Inc. The curing tool included four curing
station units and a MKS HF-s Astron remote plasma cleaning
unit contained within the curing chamber. A purge ring having
specifications as described in Example 1 was mounted as
depicted schematically in FIG. 7 at each of purge Stations 1-4.
At Stations 1 and 2, the purge ring was made substantially
from quartz. At Stations 3 and 4, the purge ring was made
substantially from aluminum. Curing of the deposited dielec-
tric film on each wafer was conducted for a total time of 14
minutes. The curing time at each of the four individual curing
stations was 3.5 minutes. The quartz window at each curing
station (e.g., window 518 in FIG. 7) had a diameter of
approximately 16 inches and an aperture of approximately
13.5 inches. The ring hole space of the purge ring at each
curing station had a diameter of about 14.4 inches. At each
curing station, the purge space height between the bottom of
the quartz window and the wafer surface was approximately
51 mm. The height of the purge ring wall which encompassed
the ring hole space was about 19 mm; ring-pedestal gap had a
gap thickness of about 19 mm; and the ring-window gap had
a gap thickness of about 13 mm. The distance between the
quartz window bottom and the baffle slit of the purge ring had
a value of about 14 mm. The continuous baffle slit had a width
of about 0.76 mm.

During curing, the pressure in the curing chamber was
maintained at 20 Torr. The pedestal was heated at a tempera-
ture of 385° C. The wafer temperature was measured at 400°
C. using an optical sensor. It is believed that a substantial
amount of the UV energy utilized during curing is from the
UVC spectrum, in the range of about from 200 nm to 300 nm.
Therefore, commercially-available H+ UV bulbs were used
in the UV lamps. Each of the four curing stations comprised
dual UV curing lamps. The maximum electrical input power
of'each of two lamp heads at each curing station was 6 kW. At
Station 1, the power of each of the two lamps was set at 70%
of maximum during curing; at Station 2, at 100%; at Station
3, at 100%; and at Station 4, at 100%. Argon purge gas flowed
through the curing chamber at a total flow rate of approxi-
mately 40 slm. Approximately 15 slm argon flowed through
the purge ring at each of Stations 1 and 2; approximately 5 slm
argon flowed through the purge ring at each of Stations 3 and
4. An in-line heater preheated the inlet purge gas at Stations 1
and 2 to a temperature of 200° C. Initially, 75 wafers were
cured consecutively without intermittent cleaning. Then, the
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apparatus was cleaned by flowing O, gas for 20 minutes at a
flowrate of approximately 4 slm to 5 slm through each of the
purge-ring inlets at Stations 1-4 at a pressure of 500 Torr. The
O, was converted to ozone, O;, by setting the power levels of
the UV lamps to 100 percent. Then, curing of 75 more wafers
was conducted and cleaning processes repeated. The cycle of
curing and cleaning was repeated until 1000 wafers had been
cured with concurrent purging in accordance with the inven-
tion.

After curing with purging in accordance with the invention,
the dielectric constant of each of the dielectric films was
measured by conventional techniques using a Hg probe. The
resulting values of dielectric constant were plotted as a func-
tion of number of wafers cured. FIG. 10 contains a graph in
which the dielectric constant is plotted as a function of num-
ber of wafers cured. The data show a repeatability of mea-
sured dielectric constant of approximately 0.9 percent.

EXAMPLE 3

Under conditions similar to those described with reference
to Example 2 above, approximately 120 wafers containing a
deposited film of dielectric material were cured with purging
in accordance with the invention without intermittent clean-
ing.

After curing, the density of each of the cured dielectric
films was measured by measuring film shrinkage. Film
shrinkage was determined by measuring film thickness using
amodel Optiprobe device commercially available from Ther-
mawave, then comparing post-curing thickness to pre-curing
thickness. With the density of the dielectric film on the first
cured wafer as a standard of comparison, the relative density
of each of the subsequently cured films was calculated. The
relative density is referred to as the relative curing effective-
ness since it indicates the ability of a curing system with
purging in accordance with the invention to remove porogens
from successively cured dielectric films. FIG. 11 contains a
graph in which relative curing effectiveness is plotted as a
function of wafer count. The data of FIG. 11 show that curing
effectiveness as indicated by film shrinkage was maintained.

FIG. 12 depicts schematically a cross-sectional view 800
of an integrated circuit processing apparatus 802 that is oper-
able to conduct purging and cleaning in accordance with the
invention. Apparatus 802 does not include a purge ring. In
apparatus 802, a gas inlet plenum and a gas exhaust channel
are located in container walls instead of being located in
purge ring walls. Processing apparatus 802 includes a pro-
cessing container 806 that contains a pedestal 808 that is
operable to hold a semiconductor wafer 810. Preferred
embodiments include a pedestal heater 812 that is operable to
heat a wafer 810 and also to heat other components of pro-
cessing apparatus 802. Processing apparatus 802 further
comprises container top 820 and container sidewalls 822.
Wafer pedestal 808 functions as a container bottom. In pro-
cessing apparatus 802 as depicted in FIG. 12, container top
820 includes quartz curing window 824. It is understood,
however, that some embodiments in accordance with the
invention do not include a quartz curing window. Container
top 820, container sidewalls 822 and wafer pedestal 808
substantially define purge space 830. Container sidewalls 822
include inlet sidewall portion 831 and exhaust sidewall por-
tion 832. Processing apparatus 802 further includes gas inlet
plenum 834 and gas inlet baffle 836 located in inlet portion
831 of container sidewalls 822. Inlet baffle 836 comprises a
continuous slit in inlet wall portion 831 between inlet gas
plenum 834 and purge space 830. Processing apparatus 802
further includes gas exhaust channel 838 located in exhaust
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sidewall portion 832. Exhaust opening 839 fluidically con-
nects purge space 830 to exhaust channel 838.

Typically, processing apparatus 802 is fluidically con-
nected to one or more gas sources (not shown) through gas
manifold 840 that provides gas to gas inlet plenum 834.
Exemplary gas sources include an argon gas source, a nitro-
gen gas source, an oxygen gas source, and a remote plasma
cleaning unit for providing radical oxygen gas, O, to pro-
cessing apparatus 802. In some embodiments of a processing
apparatus in accordance with the invention, purge gas and
cleaning gas is preheated before entering the inlet portion of
a purge ring. An exhaust pump 842 is operable to draw gas
from purge space 830 through exhaust channel 838.

During purging or cleaning in accordance with the inven-
tion, gas from one or more gas sources flows through gas
manifold 840 into gas inlet plenum 834, and then from gas
inlet plenum 834 through gas inlet baffle 836 into purge space
830. During purging in accordance with the invention while
conducting wafer processing (e.g., wafer curing), preferably
gas flows from inlet baffle 836 through purge space 830 into
exhaust channel 838 in a substantially planar flow region 843,
as indicated by gas flow arrows 844. Preferably, during purg-
ing in accordance with the invention, gas flow in an upper
buffer zone 846 between the substantially planar flow region
843 indicated by arrows 844 and container top 820 (which
serves as purge space top) is substantially zero compared to
the total flowrate of gas between inlet baffle 836 and exhaust
opening 839. Preferably, during purging in accordance with
the invention, gas flow in a lower buffer zone 847 between
substantially planar flow region 843 indicated by arrows 844
and the container bottom (wafer pedestal 808) is substantially
zero compared to the total flowrate of gas between inlet baffle
836 and exhaust opening 839.

Purge space 830 of processing apparatus 802 in FIG. 12
includes essentially lower buffer zone 847, planar flow region
843, and upper butfer zone 846. Thus, the purge space height
in a processing apparatus comprises the distance between
containertop 820 and wafer pedestal 808. Typically, the purge
space height is in a range of about from 35 mm to 60 mm. In
an exemplary embodiment of the invention, represented in
FIG. 12: the purge space height is approximately 50 mm. In
an exemplary embodiment, inlet baffle 836 and exhaust inlet
839 are positioned about midway between wafer pedestal 808
and container top 820. Preferably, during purging, planar flow
region 843 has a vertical thickness in a range of about from 3
mm to 8 mm.

Typically, a purge space defined by substantially cylindri-
cal container 806 and a circular integrated circuit wafer are
positioned coaxially and have substantially the same diam-
eter. As a result, chemical species emanating from the sub-
strate wafer tend to rise upwards into the planar flow region
843 during purging and are flushed by flowing purge gas into
exhaust channel 838 out of processing chamber 806. In
embodiments containing a quartz window 824 designed for
wafer curing to remove porogens, the thickness of lower
buffer zone 847 is selected to enhance the movement of
porogens from wafer 810 into planar region 843. The thick-
ness of upper buffer zone 846 is selected to provide a barrier
to diffusion of porogens from planar flow region 843 upwards
to quartz window 824. It is understood that in some embodi-
ments, the desired flow of cleaning gas through a purge space
830 during cleaning operations is different from the desired
flow of purge gas during purging operations.

FIG. 13 depicts schematically plan sectional view 850 of
processing apparatus 802. As depicted in FIG. 13, container
sidewalls 822 include inlet sidewall portion 831 and exhaust
sidewall portion 832. Inlet plenum 834 is located in inlet
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sidewall portion 831 and forms an arc of about 270°. Exhaust
channel 838 is located in exhaust sidewall portion 832 and
forms an arc having an arc length of about 30° substantially
opposite inlet plenum 834. During purging and cleaning in
accordance with the invention, gas flows from inlet plenum
834 through inlet baffle 836 (FIG. 12) into purge space 830, as
indicated by inlet flow arrows 852. The gas is drawn through
purge space 830 by exhaust pump 842 into exhaust channel
838, as indicated by exhaust flow arrows 854.

FIG. 14 depicts schematically a plan sectional view 900 of
an integrated circuit processing apparatus 902 that is operable
to conduct purging and cleaning in accordance with the inven-
tion. Apparatus 902 does not include a purge ring. Apparatus
902 comprises a processing container 903 having container
walls 904. Apparatus 902 further includes gas inlet plenum
tube 905 containing inlet plenum 906, which is connected to
gas sources 907. Apparatus 902 further comprises exhaust
channel tube 908 containing exhaust channel 909, which is
connected to exhaust pump 910. Exemplary plenum tube 905
and inlet plenum 906 form an arc having an arc length of
about 270° about the outer periphery of integrated circuit
wafer 911. During purging and cleaning in accordance with
the invention, gas flows out of inlet plenum 906 of inlet
plenum tube 905 into purge space 912, as indicated by flow
arrows 914. The gas is then drawn through purge space 912 by
exhaust pump 910 into exhaust channel 909, as indicated by
flow arrows 916. FIG. 15 depicts schematically a cross-sec-
tional view 920 of apparatus 902. As depicted in FIGS. 14 and
15, apparatus 902 further includes wafer pedestal 922 that is
operable to hold integrated circuit wafer 911. Apparatus 902
further includes container top 924. As depicted in FIG. 15,
some embodiments designed for UV curing of an integrated
circuit wafer include quartz window 926 located in container
top 924. Container top 924, sidewalls 904 and wafer pedestal
922 substantially define purge space 912. During purging in
accordance with the invention, gas flows out of inlet plenum
906, through purge space 912, and into exhaust channel 909,
as indicated by flow arrow 932. Preferably, purge gas flowing
through purge space 912 flows in a substantially planar region
934 between plenum tube 905 and exhaust tube 908, as indi-
cated by gas flow arrow 932. Preferably, during purging in
accordance with the invention, gas flow in an upper buffer
zone 935 between the substantially planar flow region 934
and container top 924 is substantially zero compared to the
total flowrate of gas between inlet plenum 906 and exhaust
channel 909. Preferably, during purging in accordance with
the invention, gas flow in a lower buffer zone 936 between the
substantially planar flow region 934 indicated by gas flow
arrow 932 and the container bottom (wafer pedestal 922) is
substantially zero compared to the total flowrate of gas
between inlet plenum 906 and exhaust channel 909. It is
understood that in some embodiments, the desired flow of
cleaning gas through a purge space 912 during cleaning
operations is different from the desired flow of purge gas
during purging operations. As depicted in FIG. 15, inlet ple-
num tube 905 comprises gas inlet baffle 938, which is a
continuous slit. In other embodiments, an inlet baffle com-
prises a series of perforations or holes in plenum tube 905
through which gas flows into purge space 912. As depicted in
FIG. 14, exhaust channel tube 908 is located substantially
opposite gas inlet baffle 938 of plenum tube 905.

FIG. 16 depicts schematically a plan sectional view 950 of
an integrated circuit processing apparatus 952 that is operable
to conduct purging and cleaning in accordance with the inven-
tion. Apparatus 952 does not include a purge ring. Apparatus
952 comprises a processing container 954 having container
walls 955. Apparatus 952 further includes gas inlet plenum
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tube 956 containing gas inlet plenum 957, which is connected
to gas sources 907. Apparatus 902 further comprises exhaust
channel tube 958 containing exhaust channel 959 connected
to exhaust pump 910. An exemplary plenum tube 956 is
mounted in processing container 954 so that it is located at a
peripheral edge of an integrated circuit wafer 911 when the
wafer is present on wafer pedestal 922. An exemplary plenum
tube 956, as depicted in FIG. 16, comprises a substantially
straight tube having a length comparable to the diameter of
integrated circuit wafer 911. In other embodiments of an
apparatus in accordance with the invention, an inlet plenum
tube has a radius of curvature comparable to that of integrated
circuit wafer 911 and it forms an arc having an arc length in a
range of about from 90° to 270° about the outer periphery of
integrated circuit wafer 911. During purging and cleaning in
accordance with the invention, gas flows out of inlet plenum
957 of inlet plenum tube 956 into purge space 960, as indi-
cated by flow arrows 962. The gas is then drawn through
purge space 960 by exhaust pump 910 into exhaust channel
959 of exhaust channel tube 958, as indicated by flow arrows
964. In some embodiments, inlet plenum tube 956 comprises
a gas inlet baffle that is a continuous slit. In other embodi-
ments, an inlet baffle comprises a series of perforations or
holes in plenum tube 956 through which gas flows into purge
space 960. Gas inlet plenum tube 906 of system 902 (FIGS.
14, 15) was described as an arc-shaped tube. Gas plenum tube
956 of apparatus 952 (FIG. 16) was described as a substan-
tially straight tube. It is understood, however, that gas inlet
plenum tubes in accordance with the invention include tubes
having shapes different from those described herein. For
example, in some embodiments, a gas inlet plenum tube has
a wide V-shape.

Each of gas inlet plenums 120, 834, 906 and 957 described
in the specification is a single continuous plenum. It is under-
stood, however, that in some embodiments in accordance
with the invention, two or more smaller or shorter plenums
perform the function of a single, larger and longer plenum
described herein. Regardless of particular shape or configu-
ration, the total length of a single plenum or of a plurality of
plenums in a system for purging and/or cleaning a processing
apparatus in accordance with the invention generally com-
prises at least the length of one diameter of the wafer-size for
which the processing apparatus was designed. For example,
in an apparatus designed for processing a 300 mm wafer, the
length (i.e., the long dimension depicted in FIGS. 1, 13, 14
and 16) of a gas inlet plenum (or of a plurality of plenums)
generally is about 300 mm or more. For example, in an
embodiment such as system 952 described with reference to
FIG. 16, plenum 957 has a length of about one wafer diameter
or more. In embodiments such as purge ring 102 and systems
602, 802 and 902, in which the plenum comprises an arc-
shaped structure, the total plenum length typically has a total
length between about one wafer diameter and about 3 wafer
diameters. Accordingly, when the gas inlet baftle comprises a
continuous slit in a single plenum or in each of a plurality of
plenums, then the total length of the baffle slit (or baffle slits)
comprises a length of about one diameter or more of the wafer
size for which the apparatus was designed. Embodiments in
accordance with the invention also include systems and meth-
ods in which the total inlet plenum length is less than about
one diameter. It is believed, however, that such embodiments
provide less uniform flow, without recirculation, of gas from
the gas inlet baffle through the purge space into the exhaust
channel than embodiments in which the total plenum length is
greater.

The total open area of flow of a gas inlet baffle (or a
plurality of baffles) typically is at least about 4 cm?. The total
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open cross-sectional area open to flow of an exhaust channel
opening (or a plurality of exhaust openings) (e.g., exhaust
opening 839, FIG. 12) typically is greater than about 20 cm?.
The particular systems, designs, methods and composi-
tions described herein are intended to illustrate the function-
ality and versatility of the invention, but should not be con-
strued to be limited to those particular embodiments. Systems
and methods in accordance with the invention are useful in a
wide variety of circumstances and applications to reduce
undesired deposition of material in semiconductor process-
ing equipment. It is evident that those skilled in the art may
now make numerous uses and modifications of the specific
embodiments described, without departing from the inventive
concepts. It is also evident that the steps recited may, in some
instances, be performed in a different order; or equivalent
structures and processes may be substituted for the structures
and processes described. Since certain changes may be made
in the above systems and methods without departing from the
scope of the invention, it is intended that all subject matter
contained in the above description or shown in the accompa-
nying drawings be interpreted as illustrative and not in a
limiting sense. Consequently, the invention is to be construed
as embracing each and every novel feature and novel combi-
nation of features present in or inherently possessed by the
devices, systems, methods and compositions described in the
claims below and by their equivalents.
What is claimed is:
1. A purge ring for providing a gas to a wafer processing
chamber, the purge ring comprising:
an inlet ring wall defining a ring hole space, wherein an
outer perimeter of the inlet ring wall is elliptical and an
outer perimeter of the ring hole space is circular, and
wherein the inlet ring wall corresponds to a continuous
structure surrounding the ring hole space;
an inlet baffle formed within the inlet ring wall and sur-
rounding at least 180 degrees of the outer perimeter of
the ring hole space;
an inlet plenum arranged in a first end of the inlet ring wall,
the inlet plenum arranged to provide the gas received via
a gas inlet hole to the ring hole space through the inlet
baffle;
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an exhaust channel formed within the inlet ring wall in a
second end of the inlet ring wall opposite the first end;
and

an exhaust outlet hole arranged in the second end of the
inlet ring wall to exhaust the gas out of the ring hole
space via the exhaust channel,

wherein the inlet baffle surrounds at least 270 degrees of
the outer perimeter of the ring hole space.

2. The purge ring of claim 1, wherein the inlet plenum is
arranged to receive the gas and the exhaust outlet hole is
arranged to exhaust the gas in a first direction perpendicular to
a second direction of flow of the gas from the inlet plenum to
the exhaust outlet hole.

3. The purge ring of claim 1, wherein a width of the inlet
plenum increases from the gas inlet hole to the inlet baffle.

4. The purge ring of claim 1, wherein a width of the exhaust
channel decreases from the ring hole space to the exhaust
outlet hole.

5. The purge ring of claim 1, wherein the inlet baffle
includes a continuous slit surrounding at least 270 degrees of
the outer perimeter of the ring hole space.

6. The purge ring of claim 1, wherein the inlet baffle
includes a slit that fluidly connects the inlet plenum to the ring
hole space.

7. The purge ring of claim 6, wherein the slit slants upward
from the inlet plenum to the ring hole space.

8. The purge ring of claim 1, wherein the inlet baffle
includes a plurality of slots surrounding at least 270 degrees
of the outer perimeter of the ring hole space.

9. The purge ring of claim 1, wherein the purge ring further
comprises:

a lower part including separate first and second recessed

portions; and

an upper part including the gas inlet hole and the exhaust
outlet hole,

wherein the upper part is arranged on top of the lower part,
the first recessed portion and the upper part define the
inlet plenum, and the second recessed portion and the
upper part define the exhaust channel.
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